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FOSTER WHEELER ENVIRONMENTAL CORPORATION

May 7, 1999

Ms. Jean Lambert
RI Department of Environmental Management
Office of Water Resources
235 Promenade St.
ProvIdence, RI 02908-5767

SUBJECT: US NAVY CONTRACT NO. N62472-94-D-0398
DELIVERY ORDER NO. 0011
MELVILLE NORTH LANDFILL
NAVAL EDUCATION & TRAINING CENTER, NEWPORT, RI
CORRESPONDENCE NO.: 1284-0011-99-0180

Dear Ms. Lambert:

Foster Wheeler Environmental Corporation is pleased to present, on behalf of the US Navy, the following
response to your comments regarding the Water Quality Certificate and the RIPDES permit for the
Melville North Landfill project. This letter addresses comments that were discussed during telephone
conversations on Thursday, April 29 and Friday, April 30, 1999.

1. The elevation datum used for the topographic survey for the Melville North Landfill was vertically set
with mean low water as the 0.0 elevation. The local conversion factor from mean low water to mean
sea level is 1.26. Therefore, elevation 0.0 feet mean low water would convert to an elevation of 1.26
feet mean sea level. The high water lines on the drawings are indicative of the limit of wave
promulgation during high tide. This is different than the mean high water elevation of 2.26 feet mean
sea level, or elevation 1.0 feet mean low water.

2. Soil erosion controls that will be installed at the site include a silt fence in the upland areas, and a
floating silt curtain below the high water line in excavation area 3. In order to provide a continuous
erosion control barrier along the shoreline perimeter of excavation area 3, the silt fence and silt
curtain will be overlapped a minimum of ten feet. Additionally, the silt curtain will be keyed into beach
between the high and low water lines to ensure a solid foundation during tidal fluctuation. The
horizontal distance between the high and low water lines is approximately 60 linear feet.

In order to weigh down sections of the silt curtain that remain in the water at all times, the curtain is
manufactured with a chain that is sewn into its bottom. In order to minimize the horizontal movement
of the curtain, anchors will be tied from the top of the curtain to the ocean bottom.

3. In order to minimize the area of water potentially exposed to the migration of silt from construction
activities, the floating silt curtain will be drawn in to the edge of excavation area 3.

4. The anticipated schedule for the excavation activities that will be conducted in excavation area 3 is to
complete the entire 300 cubic yard excavation within one low tide cycle. Upon completion of the
excavation activities, confirmation samples will be collected from the base and side walls of the
excavatIon and sent off site for laboratory analysis. If the results of the confirmation sampling indicate
that additional excavation is required in excavation area 3, then it WIll be conducted within the next
available low tide cycle.
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5. As indicated in the permit application, any water that requires collection during the project will be
disposed of off site. Foster Wheeler's procedure for disposing of material off site includes collecting
waste characterization samples of the material for laboratory analysIs, and shipping the matenal to a
facility that is permitted to accept It. An example of a facility that is permitted to accept various types
of liquid waste that could be collected is United Industrial Services in Meriden, Connecticut.

6. Soil that is excavated from the Melville North Landfill will be hauled to an on site staging area where it
will be sampled and charactenzed for off site disposal. Based on the characterization results, the soil
will be sent to one of many facilities. The primary off site disposal facilities that will be used during
the project include the BFI Landfill in Fall River, MA; the Chemical Waste Management Landfill in
Model City, New York; the Carver Marion Landfill in Wareham, MA; and the Environmental Soil
Management Inc. thermal desorption facility in Loudon, NH.

7. It is not anticipated that the excavation activities in excavation areas 1 and 2 will require excavation to
be performed below the mean high water line along the beach area. However, if this type of
excavation is required, erosion controls will be installed consistent with those in excavation area 3.

8. The landowners that abut the Melville North Landfill include the US Navy, Rhode Island Department
of Transportation (RIDOT), and Melville Marine Industries (Ted Hood). Each of these landowners is
aware of the activities that will be conducted at the site. In order to demonstrate this, a copy of the
land access agreement between the US Navy and Melville Marine Industries is attached to this letter.
A copy of the signed physical alteration permit between the US Navy and RIDOT will be forwarded to
your attention upon receipt. The permit has been submitted and is currently near completion of being
reviewed.

Should you have any additional questions or comments regarding the Water Quality Certificate or the
RIPDES permit application, please contact me at (401) 294-8455.

Sincerely, R.7
~eyJ
Project Engineer

Enc.

cc: Tom Gibison, NorthDiv
Jim Shafer, NorthDiv
Bob Krivinskas, NETC Newport
Carl Tippmann, FWENC
Dan Sullivan, FWENC
Mark Miller, FWENC
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